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PATRONAGE, 


BEING 


A Modeſt enquiry i into the Original of 1 is. 


and a further proſecution of the Hiſtory of it. 


With a true Account of the Original and Riſe of. ; 
VICARI D GE S,anda propoſal for the Ealarging their Revenues, | , 
AS ALSO 


Ati 5 humble ſupplication tothe Pious Nobility and Gentry, * 
toendeavour the prevention of the abuſes of that Honorary truſt ''# 
of Patronage, with a Propoſal of ſome expedients for the regulating 
it, moſt agrecable to the Primitive Pattern : wherein at once ere "4 
Rights of Patrons are ſccured, and the Peoples Liberty of Elettion : 


of their own Miniiter, ina great meaſure indulged. 
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*'... A Diſcourſe of Patronage. 
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CHAP. I. 


An enquiry into the Original of the Evangelical Miniſtry, and 
the State of the Primitive Churches. 


herein, as unſcaſonable,- when they conſider that onechief argu- - 

RL. ment uſed to withdraw the People from Communion with the Pa- 
rochial Clergy, is this Allegation [© That they are many of them pre- 
© ſented, by ſuch Patrones as were themſelves utterly ignorant of the 
© ſtate of the Pariſhes to which they collated; whileſt the People were 
© not called, noz'nor permitted to enquire into the qualifications of the 
* Perſons preſented z or -fuffered- to enter-their jult. exceptions in bar 
« of their adrhifſion, if they knew them unfir to. be their ſpiritual 
©>nides, orfaccoutitof inſufficiency of Gifts, 'or irregularity: of Man- 
 ners.] fg” 8 | SY at nts $59: 

I may alſo/adde in vindication of the ſeafonablenchs of this diſcourlſe,, 
theoutcry thatis.made by (almoſt) all ſorts of men, againſt the abuſes 
of Patron ge RNs preſent Age; by 'fome; who'turn the honorary 
truſt into diſhoneſt gain,” | 
-- Ent viring- ther fore into the Tife 6f: Patronape, T thought my-ſelf 
obliged'to conſider what was the orfginal of the Evangelical Miniſtry, 
and'what was the ſtate of the Primitive Churches, and what was the 
Miniſters maintenance in the firſt ages of the Church. | 

: Asto'the' figinal of the. eb oem Miniſtry," it is unqueſtionably 
of Chriſts inſtitution Re Ae d thatour Lord and Saviour, the greet 
Shepheard:afid Biſhop © : 


[| may reaſonably preſume, that none will cenſure my undertaking 


of: ſouls,” after his Refurreion' gave Commilſ- 
fion to his Diſciples'for their Apoſileſhip, inthefe words, Fobx 20. v.27. 
As my Father ſent me, ſo ſend you, which miſſion not oily impow- 
red them to Preach but'fo'Ordiin others allo, = T2 
©: Asthe Father fede” Chriſt to Preach;-and ſend forth them; ſo Chriſt: 
23 Gs 007 QSANID At DA CRBTS  ECUITRO! 66 -. - ſent 


+: -- 3 


&) 


Tent forth mow » Prench, maar forth oy alſo to the ſerviceof 
the Goſpel after them ; and thoſe others whom-thoygeng and ordained, 
were anpowerdl; Abt Only X01 etve in the Min ow Generati- 
ons, but to ordain and ſend.forth others after them, ſucceſſively to the 
endof the World: and we find accordingly in Scripture-Hiſtory, that 
the Apoltles ordained ſome in the Churches. to the Office of the. Mini- 
ſtry, and ſometimes the ſame men to be both Evangeliſts at large, to 
Jabour in the Word for converſion 'of unbelievers; and alſo to be E1- 
ders of Churches, to labour in DoCtrine for the edification of Believers : 
Andiin proceſſe of Scripture and 'Church-ſtery,we find that they who by 
the Apoſtles were ordained, did ordain others to the ſame work, - _ 

It is alſo very material in this Subject toconſider, what was the ſtate 
of the firlt Churches, _ mare yoni wer WH” 
© 1 ſuppoſe it will be eaſily granted, that. the Chorch of Teraſeden IB 

al 


at our Saviours;Aſcenſion, (whilelſt the Apoſiles were, yer relident in 
and no ordinary Biſhop or Elders were yet ordainedin it that we read 
of, ): conſiſted of no more, Members than could giſemble in.one place, 
for the celebration of the ſame individual parts of. workhip: once it 
had no more membrs, than by the Jewiſh, order, might. make a.Syna- 
20ge, viz. ope hundred and twenty, As 3. 15.. And fo it was;1no+ 
tl pines at the beginning of the planting of Chriltiamgy there.::their 
number was ſmall and capabte of coming. together. into; one: place? 
But it is aſeaſonable enquiry, what was done when Believers were 
multiplyedinany City, ſoas they could not :affemble-in.one place for 
the celebration of. VVorſhip ? That even inthe, Scripture-times they - 
were ſo multiplyed in,Feruſatem feems to” me, very: plains. inghat St, 
Fames and the Elders, As 21, 20. king of. the, Brethren, there, 

tel St. £.aut of many Myriads { pupledve J or many ten 4 houſangs 
lieving Jews, which no, man can imagine was a Church, conliſting of 
aſingle Afſembly or Congregation, but. of MA «:  And-that-ſo alſodid 
the Church of Corineh, Ithink-may juſtly be concluded. from, x Cor. 
14.34. Tot your Women kgep filenve in the, Churches; 6vs Aﬀembly 
oc 


being . called a Church, ,qnd zhere being.ſeveral luch: Aden 

Chyurchesin that oneChurchof Cerincb,t9 which one Church, | 

ing of many Aﬀemblies'or Churches; did'Sr vl, writeabout order and 

Diſcipline ';, And indeed ithath been. fuffu iently, by bs \ingleh and 

Scottiſh Ptesbyterians, as well as by the Epiſcopal Divines,proveds 

that the Scripture Churches, jo $criPhurg HnEh, fymenl them gzoſe. to -/ 
a 


2 greater number of converts than.could aſſemble in oneplace to _ 
; ate 


(3) 
brate the ſame parts of Worthip, PE © oo Ee 
fine of the Chriſtian Worlg mnch divided in their Opini- 


.of the converts were to mare Congregationsthan one ina City ? 
Some think (if iniftake them iibr, which Ido not willingly ) that the 
multirudeof Believers ſeparated themſelves by fever Ft: 

Church Covenants (as'they call them) into ievergl Congregations or | 


Frys 


Members. | | 
But whatſoeyer may. be pleaded de! jure plebis Chriſtiane, for the 
right and priviledge of the Brethren, thar no Member of the body 
ſhovld decut of by Excommiunication without theirknowledge, if not 
nt alſo, yet I cannotadmitthar there wexe (in the Scripture and Pri- 
- mitive times)two Congregations in the ſame City,exerciling diſcipline 
over theirownmembers, independently or ſeparatcly from one another. 
'Nordol read of any explicit Covenant but that of Baptiſme, which 
ters into the Ohvrch Catholit}' viſible,  , So thiat whieſhevd: warrant 
ſuchay explicit Covenant'may have, in particular” tf 
hblies of cohabi /"Ohir ſtign $from' pious SeeCatholicon or the 
-predence, (and ſure never could it be more pru- hg of mr expli- 
dentially inforced than in the prefent ſtateof Eccle- } 
fiaſtical affairs amongſt us:YI cannot ſee any foun-, and their Congregati- 
"dation'sf it in Chrifts poſrtiye inſtitutions : andif[- 9% - 


But] think it yetleſſe watranted, from either Scripture or reaſon, 
that people might attheir ownliberty pick apd chuſe, without any re- 
wat alſembly in the ſame City Gel 


2A 
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vizingthem., Forit cannot be:morally poſſible that, the effect of ſuch 
. different combinations inthe ſame City, '8nd-of theirmutual. ſeparati- 
ons-from the cerxs Parochianorum the Aſſemblyes of Neighbouring 


Chriſtians, could have been other than cgvy, ſtrife, pride, contempt, 


edition, and every evil work. How much more confuſed yet would 


it have been, if the members of one combinational aſſembly: had been 
intermixed with Chriſtians of. other aſſemblies, .up. and down the 
Countreys, and lived diſtant from their Paſtor, and from one another 
4. 6. 10.20. Miles as it isat this day, in ſome places.in England... _ ; 
© Butabating theextravagancy. of. their! Collections, and: their, pre- 
ſumption in obtruding their Covenant as an- Ordinance of Ghritt,; Ido 
readily grant, the practice of the combinational afſemblies, in having all 
their members inrolled, and; requiring :anexplicit Coyenant,,to inter- 
vene betwixt their members:muryally, ;and betwixy.them and theis. Pz- 
ſtors, is deſervedly imitable by the, Parochial, Miniſtry and their:Con- 
gregations. i piowns ol tghatinbigoane 127 Neale 
- Others think (If I miſtake not their ſence, which] profeſle, alfoI do 
not willingly) that the Converts in a City.; were.divided._iato/ſeveral 
Congregations, not by virtue of any combination ox Covenant, but ac- 
cording to the convemiency-of their co-habitation,and that every; Con- 


' gregation.had its fixed preaching .Presbyter.or Pa er; Withother lay- 


helpers in Government; and that the $.0f. the particu þ 


-gations of the City or Suburbs, and their, Lay-helpers afſembling toge- 


Ther in Synods joyntly ruled their, ſeveral Churches : So that the-mean- 
ing of our Saviours injunction, Math. .18.-(Tell the.Church) isas they 
ſcem to opine;, tell the aſſembly, of Sod tEldetsmet fogermer forghe ' 
exerciſe.of. Diſcipline :; and ſuch, Churches: or, Gm lies-were.zhe 
Sanedrins, amongltthe Jews and the Chrittian conkiliorys or Synods. 

For, all ſides confefſe that the. word [Church, Eccleſia ſignifies any * 
aſſembly of Perſons met upon the ſame. deſign, as is plain from. Ay | 
I9. 39. Ty vip nxandigy Where the Court of the Citics Common : 


 Councilat Epheſic is called a lawfyl Church, So v, 41..the Epheſians | 


meeting, though tumultuouſly,togetherto vindicate the honoux of their ; 
1dol Diana, is called a Church ; which. the Town-clerk. diſmiſſed .or | 
broke up, amiavos Thv cnntaynay, he diſmiſſed the Church,,,or Aflembly. : 
But whatſoever may be pleaded from Scripture and Antiquity, for the ; 
Conſeſſuc et conſenſus Presbyterorum, that the Presbytets ofoha Church 
d4idvote in Zhurch-a jv, gorticnly: in Shujrch.cenfures, yet RT | 


muſt detlare, that fn my beſt ſearch I cannot find any footing of —_ 


+ 
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©, 
ſtint Congregations in any one City (in the, Scripture and Primitive 
times,) as the appropriate Cures of particular Paitors or Presbytgr: 

.. Some .others think that however ſuch . particular Congregations: 
there were,, ard that over them and their Presbyters was ſct a Bithop | 
to whomthe power of ordaining Presbyters and excrcifing Q:icipi :C 
was. ſo far appropriated, tnat at lcait without his conſent nothing 
cold be done in either Ordination or cenſures, 

But whatſoever footinz is in Scripture or Primitive Hiſtory, for the 
preſidency of a Buhop over all the Presbytcrs in his Diaceile, yet 1 
mult again deny,that any Warrantablediſtinction of particular Congre- 
Sations in the ſame Ciry,as bodics feparate from one another, upon ac- 
count of habitation, choice or Covenant, are found in the Szriptures. 
There are indeed two (aud but two that I find) diftinCtions of Congre- 
gations in the ſame City, mentioned in the New Teſtament, and both 
ſinfully founded, the one that of Corinrh x Cor, 1, 12, whettone faid [ 
amof Paul, and another Iam of Apel/os, and I am of Caphws, the 0- 
ther that at Azticch, when Petcr and the Jews, and Parnabas ſchiſma- 
my ſeparated from the Gentile converts of that City, mentioned; 
Gal, 12.13, 

Nor will anyoof theſe Hypotheſes, which ſuppoſe adi {tinCtion of 
Congregations inthe ſame City, ( as Ijudge ) comport with what 1s 
upon record: in Scripture and Primitive times, of the! itate- of the 
Churches, or ſalve the ſecming oppoſitions amongſt ſome parts af theſe 
narrattons,whoſe truth we cannot queſtion, rs, 

{[ am ſure none of them could give me any rational ſatifactionhow Pa- 
tronage (the thing of my preſent inqueſt, } could have came wnto the 
Caurches of Chrilt, if the tiateof the Caurches:/bad been Congregati- 
onal on any account, either of co-habitation ( called Pariſhes in the 
Togel and Preſbyterian ſcnce,) or of combinztiou (called Indepen- 

ent. ; | 

[ hope therefore I may humbly propoſe (without offeace to any who 
are of a different opinion from me) a fourth Hypothelis or ſuppoliti- 
on.of theſtate of the Scripture and Primicve Churches,whiclk will bet- * 
ter:ſquare with my ſearch after the: Original-of :Patronage, andſetve 
alſo to other good ends andpurpoſes(promotive of the Churches peace) 


which Fwilknot here mention. | 


.. Let the-Reader- therefore give- me. leave to ſuppoſe, that whenthe 
Church of aCity was -mulnplyed: into. ſuch a number of Converts as 
couldnat afſemblcatoncein; the fame: place, for the celebration of the 
T4 B ſame 
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(6) 


ſame numerical parts of worſhip, there wasnot however in the Scripture 


- and Primo-piimitive times any diſtinction of them. into particular Con- 


gresations, cither by Church-covenant or the boundaries of their habi-- 
tation, tBut contrarily as it is recorded, As 2. 41. All new Converts in 
the ſame City and Suburbs, though never ſo many, were added tq the 
Church already gathered : and the Chriſtians. of the City and Suburbs 
did indiflcrently aſſemble with any Congregation therein ; whether .Aſ- 
ſembling in the houſe (ſuppoſe) of Nymphas.or in the houſe of Philemon, 


as they fouud it convenient; and that the Biſhop or any of the Pres- 


byters might indifferently Officiate in any Aſſembly of that City, as op- 
portunity or Chriſtian prudence might invite them, and as the Biſhop 
and his Cormpresbyters did order : So that the Church of that City 
conlitting of many Congregations, was governed by the Biſhop-andthe 
Common Council of. Presbyters ; and all and every Congregation of 
that City td the ſame Biſhop. the ſame Presbyters and the ſame Dea- 
cons, and was therefore neither Parochial nor Congregational in the 
Independent ſence, but Dioceſan: And as far asI yet can finde no part of 
__ or. Primitive Hiſtory, but is eaſily reconcileable to this Hy po- 
theſis. . | - 

It will not be neceſſary for me here more claborately to examine how 
came in the Preſidency of the Biſhop over the Presbyters of his City ? 
whether the Pattern thereof was taken from the Synagogue, the chief 
Ruler whereof was called the Angel thereof ? or whether jt be the un- 


queſtionable dictate of Reaſon, that in all common bodies-governed by 


many Governors in Common, one ſhould preſide, and probably hence it 
came to paſſe that the pattern of the Churches was imitated by the 
civil Corporations in Chriſtian States. The Corporation of every City 
being under a Major and Aldermen. 

Or whether it. was the ſpecial conſtitution of the Apoſtles injoyning 
ſuch a Preſidency to avoid Schiſme. Or whether the Apoſtolick cultome 
upon the account of the ayo7x«zeoia, the primogeniture of Ordina- 
rion, gave the preſidency tothe Eldeft Presbyter, though in ſome places 
the Apoſtles forbore for ſome time to appoint a Tees whilelt themſelves 
were near, as ſome Learned Epiſcopal Divines do afſert, or: whether the 
Planters (ſome of them) themſelves became the Biſhops: over the 
Churches of their own plantation, ; and nominated their own Sutceſfors 
after them ? or whether they permitted the choice to the ſurviving El- 
ders alone ? ys whether the Elders with the people choſe their Biſhop: 
It is noone of theſe Lam obliged to contend for, in the proſecution of this 
fubject. " - But 


, 


* - 
+ 23% FA AN -- 


RR . —_— 
PPT th IT OE TL 


"TL fp IEY 
a” AER As Ws Mons 


THY : 
But onely that'the Biſhop and his Senatus Prezbyterorum ru'ed the Div- 
ceſan Church of the City in Common ; neither he nor they having any 
vecpgiar Congregation, as the peculiar care of any one of them : and 
thusSt. Fares the jult and his Compresbyters (as I conceive) ruled the 
Church at Fer»ſalem, and /gnatizs and his Presbyters that at Antioch, 


*. Polycarpe and his, that of Smyrna, Cyprian and his Colleagues, that of 


Carthage, So that the Magdeburgenſes, Cent. 2. cap, 7. tit, (forme 
Cubernationts qua ſingule Eccieſie uſe ſunt) conclude confidently thus : 
Aemorabile eſt de gradibus quod tantum un cnjuſiibet Eccleſte repert- 
tur Epiſcopus, in Presbyterio & Diaconatu ſemper plires fuerunt per- 
fone, pro cujuſque loci ſeu Eccleſia neceſſitate, pag. 126, Itis obſervable 
concerning the Eccleſiaſtical degrees,that there is found onely one Biſhop 
incvery Church : but there were alwayes many Presbyters and Dea- 
cons as the neceſſity of the Church required. 

But I muſt add td them, that for the Presbyters it is true the number 
was indefinite, more or fewer, as the neceſſity of the Church and num- 
ber of Converts required. Butl1 conceive it was for ſome conſiderable 

time before there were above ſeven Deacons in any Church : even in the 

Church of Rome in Cornelius's time Anno 254. though there were Pres- 
byters 46. and Acolyths or Probationers for Presbyterſhip 4.2. yet there 
were but ſeven Deacons. . 


CHAP. IE 


Of the Maintenance of the Evangelical Miniſtry. it 


T Paſſe on now to enquire after the Maintenance of the Evangelical 
Miniſtry. 

It is plainthe Apoſtles and Elders at Feruſalem were furniſhed with a 
ſufficient ſupply of temporal things by the Contributions of the Jewiſh 
Converts, who ſold their Poſſeſſhons, and brought the money and laid 
it down at the Apoſtles feet. And I queſtion not. but it will be yielded 
that the Apoſtles or others who went abroad from any Church already 
planted to convert others otherwhere, were maintained at their firſt go- 
ing forth and as long as their need required, by the contributions of the 
Church from which they went or were ſent, But when once the faith 
was planted in that place, the Converts of that place were to maintain 

| 2 the 


- 


© 
the firſt Planters during their ſtay amongſt them, and ſuch other aſſiſta n 


_ alſoasthe firſt Planters found fit torake into the ſervice of the Goſpel, 


to labour in the Word and Doctrine, in the propagating of the faith, 
and in building up thoſe who were already converted: which Affiſtants 
were uſually the firſt fruits (the firſt Converts) of that place, as the 
houſhold of Srephanrs, 1 Cor, 16, 15, 16, 17, It continued thus for a 
long-time, that the Miniſters had their maintenance by the Contributi- 
ons of the faithfull. See Corcil. Granger, Can, 7. & 8. and St. Cyprian 
expreſſely writing to his Church of' Carthage, Epiſtle 33. & 34. to rc- 
ceive Aurelizs and Cellerinus (Confeſſors) who were ordained by him 
and his Colleagues, as he ſaith expreſly Epi/e. 33. to be LeGtores, Rea- 
ders (as preparatory to ther being ordarned Prieits, (ſuch' among us are 
now called Deacons.) He addeth in the end of the 34. Epi. Care- 
rum Presbyteris honorem defignaſſe nos ilits Jam ſciatrs, ut & ſper- 
rulis 1:ſdem cum Presbyteris honorentur, & aiviſiones menſurn.as 
equatis quantitatibus-partiantur, But know you that we have al- 
ready deſigned to them the dignity of Presbyterſhip,” that they might 
be honoured with ſuch allowances as Presbyters have, and receive 
equoll ſhares in the monthly Dividends. So that the Sporrule 
vere the allowances which the Presbyters had out of theContr:- 
but ions of the faithfull, And the frarres Sportulantes, mentioned 
by him, Epi/#.66. werethe Clergy who received ſuch allowance ; for ſo 
St. Cyprian interprets himſelf in that Epiſtle, ſhewing that he means 
ſuch, Qui in Eccleſia Domini ordinatione Clerica promoventur, Thoſe 


who were of the Clergy in the Church, It is further to be obſerved in © 
_ the Primitive times, that the Biſhop and his Clergy, for the moſt part 


had their reſidence together, at leaſt after Conſtantines time, inithe Mo- 
naſtries or Minſters of the Cathedrall City, and every one of them 
went forth to officiate pro rempore, where he was aſſigned by Biſhop and 
his Colleagues. And this courſe of the Clergies living together continu. 
ed (faith Mr. Sclden out of Bede) in England, more than an hundred 
years after the coming of Auguſtiz into England, that is, till about the 
year of our Lord 700. | 

If therefore there: were not yet any diſtinctions of Congregations, 
and the Biſhop and Presbyters officiated in common to all or any Aſſem- 
bly of the City, there could then be no Patrons as yet, in the ſence they 
are now ſpoken of. - - 
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CHAP. TIL 


Of the Donation of Tithes from Emperors and Kings. 


Et us then look on tothe times when the Kingdoms of the world be- 
came the Kingdoms of our Lord and his Chrift, by the Converſion 
of Conſtantinethe Emperor, and other Governours and Nobles to the 
Faith. : | 
And here it is not unreaſonable to ſuppoſe (for we have records of their 
munificence) that thoſe Royal Converts ſettled. great and large de- 
meaſne Lands upon thoſe who converted them, And that as Mr. 
Seldeu conjectures, the firit Oratories or places for Publick worſhip, 
were built in the Lands beitowed upon the Planters, upon thoſe who 
converted the Donors of thoſe Lands to the Faith : whici fir{t Orato- 
ries on the account of the mo{t conltant Reſidence of the Planters and * 
their Aſitants there, were calied Catnedrals, Sees or Seats. So that 
the late Pious and Learned Dr. NVicho!ſoz Lord Biſhop of Glonceſter, 
had reaſon in his Apology for the diſcipline of the Church, to aſſert,” the 
Cathedral Church to have been before either the Parochial or Com- 


 binational Church, the former not being as a fixed ſingle Afﬀembly, till 


ſome Centuries after Chriſt, and the ſecond not being known to the 
Chriſtian world till our Age. 

Afterwards when more people were converted, - other Churches or 
Oratories were built for the conveniency of their Aſſembling together 


for worſhip. 


But yet becauſe many of the people, even under Chriſtian Kings, for a 
long time continued profe/tly Heathen, ard Idolators, and therefore 
would do all the injury they cou'd to the poor Chriſtians, and eſpecially 
to their Biſhops and Clergy, by ſcandalizing their perſons, and polluting 
and defacing their Churches, invading their Lands, beſtowed by Chrifti- 
an Princes or other Converts, and laying falſe claims to them, and mo- 
leſting,them thereupon with Law ſuits:therefore to defend the Chriftians, - 
and probably alſo to take off the Clergy, both from the trouble of Su- 
ing, and from the reproach of being cotentious, there were (at the 
motion an4 requeſt of the Clergy uſually.) ſome of the Chriſtian No- 
bility and Gentry, who took upon them, as *zNxor as Vindicators of the 
deferice of the Rights of the Churches : and to this purpoſe we find 
oft in the Councils poſtulare ab Imperatoribus defenſorem, Such a ſort of 
Patron s 
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» 
Patrons Mr. Seldex mentions, pag. 81. but theſe were not of the ſtamp 
of thoſe who at preſent obtain amongſt us. 

Yea becauſe very early ſome of the Clergy endeavoured to annex 
the Donations of BenefaCtours to their own inheritance (jurs ſuo con- 


neitere) it wag provided by the Canons, that the Heirs or near Kinſmen * 


to the Donors ſhould vindicate the Churches Rights, and hinder ſuch 
Alienations. See Concil. Toler, g. cap. 1. And theſe Vindicators of the 
Donations of their Anceſtors, to the Churches uſe, from Sacrilegious 
Clergy mens Alienations, were deſervedly called Patrons. 

And ſuch Pious Patrons have many of the Nobility and Gentry of 
England oft ſhewed themſelves, for the recovery of the. Churches 
Rights alienated by tte fraudulent practice or permiſſion of former Pa- 
trons of Incumbents, I could inſtance if it was convenient, in this ſort 
of Heroick' Patronage. exerciſed within our memory-: But before we 
come to Patrons who claim right of Advowſon, we muſt proceed on yet. 

That even in the times of Perſecution, the Chriſtian Church laid claim 
to Tythes as due jure Divino, is partly confeſſed by Mr. Se /4en himſelf, 
citing ſome paſſages in the Anti-nt. Fathers to that purpoſe, and is more 
largely evidenced by his. learned Anſwer to Doctor Tillefly Archdeacon 
of Rocheſter. | 

But when the Empire and Kingdom became Chriſtian,then the Chriſti- 
an Preachers did more warmly and vehemently preſs the Donation of 
Tythes ; not in ſtead of Contributions, but in conjunction with other 
voluntary Offerings; and in proceſs of time they prevailed, not onely 
by Preaching and Canors, but by the Edits of Emperors and Kings, 
to have Tythes given to the Church. | ; 

It may be ſuppoſed that the Emperors ove Tythes to the Church, as 
part of the Revenues of their Crown; of which they difinherited them- 
ſelves, upon perſwaſion by Churchmen, that they belonged jure Divino, 
to the Church ; but of this I darenot poſitively affirm. 

Onely this I finde, that the. Roman Empire wherever it did reduce 
any Conquered Country i» formam Provincie, appointed the Farmers 
of the Cuſtomes to Colle amongſt other impoſitions the Tenths of the 
Tenants of the Empire, thatis, of all who occupied any Land in the Con- 
quered Province, either as immediate Tenarts to the Empire, or as ſubte- 
nants under them, - | | 

The Publicans therefore who Colleed theſe Tributes, were called 
Lecumani, as Mr. Selden pag, 39. of his Hiſtory of Tythes obſerves 
out of Appian ; and Doctor Ti/leſly obſerves, that FHeſychins —_ 
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fugewer to Tithe; by Twarwand Hngrer drryarledu., to pay 


\ Tribute, or to pay in their Tithes to the Colle&ors of Tri- 


bute. Bur we muft obſerve alſo that the Romay State and 
the Emperors, even whilſt they were Heathens, did alwaies 
link the concernments of their God with the concernments of” 


| heir Civil State. And it may jultly be doubted, whe- 


ther thoſe Tenths were received by the Senate or Emperors, 
upon a civil, or a Religious account, For the Emperors al- 
wayes, till Chriſtianity came in, (nay Conſtantine and other 
Emperors, even after Chriſtianity _was received, till Gratians 
time, as the Noble and Learned Dupleſſy, in his myſtery of 
iniquity obſerves out of Zoſimen) continued the chief Por- 
tifice or High-Prieſthood in their own perſons. 

And therefore Mr. Seder: grants, that amongſt the more 
antient Heathen zz to Tithe ſignified to Conſecrate, 
Cap.3.SeF.4. It is allo very: probable, that whereany Prince 
afterwards made conquelt of any part of the Roman Empire, 
he would not remit of any impoſitions laid upon theProvince, 


by thoſe he ejected, but annexed them to his own Crown. 


And as for what concerns Exgland,F ſhall content my ſelfto 
recite ſomething out of Dr. Heyler, P. H. Trelegny, in his lit- . 
tle Treatife ſet out in the late times of trouble for the unde- 
ceiving the people in the bufineſs of Tithes, p. 3. | 

Tithes (faith he there) are not given to the Miniſters, by 


_ the People 5, for Sir Edward Coke 77 his Commentary on Lit- 


tletons Tenures, lib. r:cap.g.Sect. 73. fol. 58. afſerteth, That if 
appeareth by the Laws and Ordinances of Ancient Kings, and 
eſpecially of King Alfred, That the ll Kings of this Realm, 
had all the Lands of England iz Demeſne, azd Les Grande; 
Mannors and Royalties, they reſerved to themſelves, and with the 
Remnant they for the defence of the Realme infeofſed the Barons 
of the Realm with ſuch juriſdifFion as the Court Baron now hath. 
And at this time when all the Lands of England were the 
Kings Demeſnes, That Ethelwolph the ſecond Monarch of the 
AXON 
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[!!'|, Saxonrace (bis Father Egbert being the firſt which brought the, *' 
| - former Heptarchy under one ſole Prince, conferred the tithes of ©: 
all the Kingdom, upon the Church by bis Rojal Charter. - 
Of which Ingulph Abbot of Crowland, Anno 855. ſaith, That 
K#»g Ethelwolph, with the conſent (gratuito concenſu) of his, | 
Prelates and Princes,did firſt inrich the Church of England with 4; 
the Tithes of all his Lands and Goods. To the ſame purpoſe jaith 
Etheward, 4x4 alſo Florence of Worceſter. - | 


Pn Oo Fee 


The Lords and great men had not then a property or E- ' 
ſtates in permanency in their Lands. (faith Dr. Heylen there :) 
but as Accomptants to the King.whoſe the. whole Land was: | 
the conſent therefore of the Frelates and Princes was their *X? 
yielding their approbation, to the diſherifon of the Crown - 
of the Tithes. So that Lands, being charged with payment 
of Tithes by the Kings, the then Proprietors, were paſled in- 
to the hands of Nobles and Barons, and by them to others in | 
meaner Tenures under them, with the Rent-charge of tithes, ! 
to be paid our'to them - So that no man by gift, or purchaſe, + 

- had right to any more but the nine parts. bam Of 

And many other Laws of the $4ax0z Kings for the payment | 
of tithes, may be found faithfully recited by Mr. $Selden + 
by all which it will appear, that no. Subject gaveany tithes ! 

> | | to the Chureh, But (not to urge DivineRights of them)they *' 
{| were intirely the gitt of Kings: and ſo ſaith King Flred, Ne- 
T1108 20 auferat a Deo, quod ad Deum pertinet, &* Preceſſores noſtri 
Eouceſſerunt : Let no mandare to take from God, what be- #® 
longs to God, and which our Royal Progenitors have grant» { , 
ed and conſecrated. : Pe : q 
21H And this will yet tarther appear, by what Mr. Selder in- 7 in; 
[SFH8 timates, That even after the. Donation of Tythes, there } the 
Cit! | were no. fixed Presbyters in any Parochial Precinds) 3 
108 the Biſhop and his Clergy living togeth& , and the * o 
U iii i Oratories in the ſcveral Precincts, within the Diocels, were | mo 
8 ſupplyed by Meſlengers or Presbyters,fent by the 3ſnops, p.9 1 
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| And therefore ſhall willingly yeild, what he aſſerts pag. 258; that 
Honorins did not diſtinguiſh the Province of Canterbury into Pariſhes, 
as Pariſh ſignifies a Preciact, whoſe profits were received by a ſingle 
Prcesbyter for his ſingle benefit; and whoſe inhabitants wererhe pro- 
percure ofa ſjiagle Preſbyter. There were indeed before Honorius's 
time Pariſhes, that is, Oratorics built; where the peopleof ſuch or ſuch 
a Precinct, did uſually aſſemble for religious Worſhip, performed by a 
Preſoyter,ſent by the Biſhop and his Colleagues : but the whole Biſho- 
prick was in a large ſence a Parecia, and the income of it (by contri- 
butions firſt, and by Tithes alſo afterwards) was'the common ſtock of 

all the Clergy of the Dioceſſe: and Mr. Seldex adds further, in the end 
of that page. © Neither was the intereſt of*'many (1 ſuppoſe it ſhould 

* be (any) Churches it ſeems as yet in any Lay-founders; but the Bi- 
<ſhopsas [think (ſaith Mr. Selden) had both the' intereſt and Gover- 
© nance of the Churches or Oratories, builtby the Kings (and then ſure 
* in thoſe alſo built by the Subjets;) and the Biſhops took care for the 
© building new in their own endowments, and hallowing old ones,cither - 
© prophaned by the Heathen Saxons; ſince they had been built by the 
© Britains ; orſuch as were formerly conſectated to Heatheniſm : and 
Mr, Selden aſſerts it to be the general opinion of all the common Law- 
yers, that before the Lateran Council, under 1nnocent [!]every man 
might have given his Tithes to what Church he would, (ſuppoſe with- 
in the Dioceſſe; } becauſe they were not che Propriety as yet of 'any 

one Preſbyter, but the common Patrimony of all the Dioceſan Clergy. 


—_—— ——— — 


CHAP. IV. 


Of the Original of Patronage, by the Donation of Manſe and 
Glebe. | 
He next enquiry then.muſt be, if the Churches were as we ſup- 
I poſe, Dioceſan; that is, conſiſting of many Congregations with- 
ina City,or the like convenient Precinct-in the Countrey, but withont 
the determination of the Biſhop or Elders to officiate ſtatedly in any 
one Congregation, but. indifferently inany ; and fo. alſo theMembers 
to haye liberty to aſſemble” indifferently in any Congregation, onely, 
ſo as their habitation gave them conveniency, and other prudenriall 
motives didſway ; and the Tithes at firſt were receivedin every = 
GI mY ; ceſle, - 
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cefle,-a3 the common. ſtock of the Clergy thereof,” no one having any 
pPafticular or appropriate portion, tilf after collection of them; how 
came then Churches.to be, as naw: they arc, Parochia'!, the Members 
of the Congregation being limited. conttantly'to aſſemble at one Ora- 
tory, anda fixed Paitour or Presbyter there to officiate, andtoreceive 
the revenues of that Precinct, as his particular dimenſum or maiate- 
nance? I acknowledge that. my proſpect here isnot very clear ; | will 
with my belt kill trace it out; and: not. willingly miſlead my Reader : 
and if any can ſhew.me thatl am miſled my ſelf, I will thankfully own 
the information given me, andfreely retract the Error, 

Whether therefore it was, .that the Oratories built in the Countries 
and Villages were fo few and inconveniently ſcituate, in relation to the 
habications of ſome great men, that. they conſulting at once both the 
caſe and cdification of themſelves, their families and Tenants, built 
new Oratorics nearer to-their manſion houſes; and requeſted and obtain- 


cd a fixed Presbyter,therc to be ſettled; or whether the Clergy growing - 


remifſe in viſiting the Oratories more remote from the Cathedral Cities 
and Monaſteries, or Miniſters which. were the place of the co-habitati- 
on of. themſelves. and their Biſhop; the Layety deſired and obtained a 
fixed; Presbytcr to officiate at thoſe negleted Oratories: or whether 


_ the. Clergy choſe rather to,cxtendand inlarge Dioceſſes than to-multi- 
ply. them.z or whether the Biſhops of thoſe times found their Clergy, 


whileſt they lived.canjoyned,. prone to. run into factious oppoſition of. 
their Biſhop, and preſumed they would be more manageable, when ſe- 


parated from one another, and more eafily governed; or whether the- 


difperſing of the Clergy into fixed Cures, and the appropriation of the 


revenue of thoſe Qures to them did appropriate by neceſſary conſe-- 


quence the Demeaſne Lands and Lordſhips®o the Biſhops ; or rather 
whether it was, that when whole Nations became Chriſtian, it. was 
thought both prudent and pious for the generality of the Clergy to di- 


' ſperſe themſelves to fixed Cures, onely ſome few of the more Ancient 


Presbyters continuing ſtill reſident with the Biſhop in the chief City, 
wheretvis feat-was fixed;both to officiate to the Chriſtians of the City 
and. Suburbs, inthe Oratories: there,and:alfſs-tobe lis-(tanding Coun- 
cit to-adviſe about.Church matters, - as the preſent Deane and-Chapter 
are ſuppoſed:to be 3 whether ſome or aſbþot thoſe motives concurred'to 
the riſe of fuch. Pariſhes, is noteaſfie to determine. | 

. Butthatgreat and learned antiquary Mr. Seldem-pap. 259. of h«-Hs- 


— ſtory of Tithes, very-canfidently alerts: the rife of Pariſhes to-be from 


what we have conjcQturel:at. --- 170; 
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When Devotion( faith he.) erew firezer,and moſt Laymen of faireflares,' 


deſired the Country-reſidence of ſome Chaplain, that might be a Iwayes rea- 


dy for Chriſtian mſtruftion among them, thew Families and adjoyning 
Tenants, Oratories or Churches began to be built bythem ;, andbeing hal- 
lowed bythe Biſhops were indowed with peculiar marntenance(that ws, with 
Aanſion houſe and Glebe, for the Tithes were given before, by Kings)from 
the Founders, for the Incumbents that ſhould there only reſide, which main- 
tenance with all other Eccleſiaſtical profits (1 ſuppoſe Tithes and volunta- 
ry Offerings) that came to the bands of every ſuch ſeveral Incumbent 
(in regard the Lay Founder had according to the-Territory of his De- 
meſnes, Tenancies and Neighbouring poſſeſſions, made and aſſigned, both 
the limits within which the holy Funition was to be exerciſed, and appoint- 


' ed the Perſons that ſhonld repair to the Church,and there officiat, and alſo 


provided a ſpecial Salary for the performance, (namely Aanſe andGlebe) 
was afterwards alſo reſtrained from that common' Treaſure of the Dio- 
ceſan, and made the revenne perpetually annexed to the Church of that 
Clerk who received it. ; 

& Neither wasit wonder (faith Mr. Seidex) that the Biſhops ſhould 
<Sive way to ſuch reſtraint,for had they denyed That to Lay Founders, 
© they had givenno ſmall cauſe allo of reſtraining their devotion : eve- 
© ry man queſtionlefſe would have been the unwillinger to have ſpecially 
© indowed the Church founded for the holy uſe cheifly of him, his Fa-* 
© mily and Tenents, if withal he might not have had the liberty to have 
< given his incumbent there reſident, a ſpecial and ſeveral maintenance: 
© which could not have been, had the former community of the Clergies 
© revenueſtill remained. 

<« Butof theſe Lay foundations chiefly doubtlefſe (faith Mr. Selden) 
<came thoſe kind of Pariſhes, which at this day are in every Dioceſle. 
©Their difference in quantity being originally out of the difference of 
© the ſeveral circuits of the Demeſnes or Territories poſſeſſed by the 


< Founder, And after fuch time as by thoſe lay foundations Churches 


© had their profits fo limited to their Incumbents, no doubt can be but 


©<that the Biſhops in their Prebends and Advowſons of Pariſhes, both 


< in the Cities and in the Countrey (formerly limitted only in regard 
© of the Miniſters funQtion)) reſtramedalſo the profits of every of their 
© ſeveral Churches to the Incumbents, that ſo an Uniformity might be 
<received in that innovation of Parochial right. Here are ſomethings 
in this conjeCural affertion of Mr. 'Seldens, that I cannot affent to, as 
having any foundation in reaſon or Hiftory, as firſt, that the Founders 
of the new Churches limited the a which unqueſtionably = 

| 2 their 


their Boundaries, allotted by the conſent and prudence of the Biſhops and 
their Council of Presvyters: and ſome other particulars in this are que- 
ttionablz, but that Pariſhzs had hence their original, I readily aſſent. 
'Mr. Seldex adds, that at what time theſe _ Foundations begun, 
© plainly appears not; but ſome mention is made of them in Bede about 
©the year 700. One Pxcba Noble Sax0oz built a Church and intreated 
Fohn Biſhop of Hangulſtade to conſecrate it, | 
But Mr. Selden goes further than bare confident conjecture,- in this 


' matter, whilſt he g:ves us an inſtance of the right of Patronage confirm- 


ed1toa Lay founder ofa Church by the Biſhop, p. 86. where he recounts 
how Utrigue Biſhop of Auſbourgh about the year g50..granted and con- 
firmed the honorary truſt of nominating a Clerk to alay founder of a 


_ Churchand his heires, Epiſcopms conſecratione peratta, doteque comtra- 


dita, comprobato ibi Presbytero, altarts pracurationem commenaavit, et 
Eccleſia advocationem firmiter legitimo hereds, pannao impoſito, confir- 
»avit, © The Biſhop after conſecration of the Church, and the dowry 
<(that is the Manſc and Glebe,for they are meant by [40s] in all the Ca- 
©noniſts) delivered, and ſecured to the uſe of the Prebyter, there allow- 
© ed by the Biſhop,he did commend the defence of the Church and its 
© rights, and confirmed the Advowſon of a Clerk to the lawful heire of 
© the founder, by putting on him a veſt, as a ceremony uſed to fignifie 
© the Biſhops conferring on the Patron that honorary truſt.” Bur the 
ſame learned Antiquary unwarrantably aſlerts,(as I humbly conceive) 
that afterwards ſome Patrons gave inveſtiture to the Incumbents by 
way of Livery or Seifin,the knowledge or conſent of the Biſhops having 
not ſo much as a ſhadow of proof for it, all that he offers as ſuch,. is 
that he finds once in the 13th. Epiſtle of Perris Damianu to Pope Alex- 
ander the ſecond about the year 1070.. that the Patron uſed theſe words 
to the Clerk, receive the Charch [accipe: Eccleſiam.] But what if he 
did? -might not that expreſſion be moſt properly uſed by the Patron at 
induction, © The preſentation of a Clerk was firſt made by. the Pa- 
<tron to the Biſhop, the Biſhop then approves of the Clerk and grants 
* Licenſe for his Induction; which though nowit may. be executed, per 
quemcunqueliterarum by atiy that can write and read; yet-probably at 
firlt was executed by the Patron himſelf, as the perſon moſt fit; ſee the 


learned Dr. Tlleſiyes proof :page 111, 0f his anſwer. to Mr.'Selden, ' 


that there was no inveſtiture but onely preſentation. And Mr. Selder 
himſelf confeſſeth (obſerve it Reader) page 86. that at this day nothing 
© paſſes out of the Patron,,and Veſts in the Incumbent, in point of inte- 
reit, the preſentation being onely a nomination, and the jatereſt and, 
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© poſſeſſion being immediately had from the aQts of the Biſhop and Arch- 
© Deacon, | A rk 

But to proceed, the learned Judge Dodridge, in his Treatiſe of ad- 
vowſons, founds Patronage vpon the ſame bottame, citing that old verſe 
Patronum faciunt dos, earficatio, fundus, which I conceive is to be ex- 
pounded disjunQtively,not copulatively ; to this ſence, that cither alay- 
mans ſettling of Manſe and Glebe (thar is the dos or dowry) upon a 
Presbyter to reſide and officiate at. an Oratory already built, or his 
building of a new Oratory and indowing it with. the conſent of: the Bi- 
ſhop, gave him the right of advowſovn; and ſo ſaith that revered 
Judge, pag. 5. The uſual cauſe or cauſes why Patronage of Churches 
was beſtowed upon Lay-men, were, ut inducerentur Laici ad funda- 
tionem, conſiruitionem et dotationem ecclejie, and in the ſecond.Coun- 
cilof Bracara Can. 5. it is expreſly thous declared, placuit nt quories 
ab aliquo Fidelium ad conſecrandas. Eccleſias Epiſcopi invitantur, unuſ- 
quizque Epiſcoporum meminerit, ut non prius dedicet Eccleſiam , niſe 
ante dotem Baſilica et obſequium ipſins per donationem chartule accipiat : 
thus Engliſhed by the learned Dr. Tlesly page 111. It is our will that 
© agoft as the Biſhops are invited, by any of- the Faithful to conſecrare 
© Churches, that every Biſhop remember that he donot conſecrate the: 
© Church before he receive by charter of the founder, the Dowry and. 
< the ſubjection thereof. I 6 TRE 
And here I will preſume to ſet down ir, diſtin propoſitions, what 


| . to me ſeems moſt clear in this matter from the beginning. 


I, That though there were not in Scripture, or Primiti times, ſuch 
ſort of Parithes as are now, (that is, with a fixed Presbyter to officiate at 
ene conſtant Oratory tothe peop'e of that Precin&t as Htis-peculiar 
charge ) yet there were a ſort of. Pariſh meetings, obſerved alwayes 
in religious worſhip... That is, Chriftians might not lawfully baulk a: 
near and convenient Oratory, and ſeparate from:the'cerw Parochiano- 
74m, the Neighbour Chriſtians there aſſembled to go to one further: off, 
whither they could not repair without inconvenient/Travel and Labor, 
with the unneceſlary breachof that holy reſt, which they. ought. to;ob- 
ſerve on the Lords day,theday offolemn aſſemibties.I'think itis no force 
to that text, Zeb. 1025; miifiglancimyſec my emourararyte favray.. not fors 
ſaking the aſſembling (the- Synagoguiſing) of : your ſelves, if weex- 


4 pound itto this ſence;.thatthe Apoſtle forbad then the ſeparating from 
} theaſſemibliesof their' Parocbiar;, their. Neighbour Chriittians, forno- 
: Jew-might: go. tq aSynagogue, which-avas: fcituate .above'a Sabbath 
2 dayes Journey from highabitation;.” If therefore:the-Chriftians might 


' not 
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not forſake the Synagogvuiling themſelves, they might not Rtragele 
whither they pleaſed, ſuch kind-of Pariſhes as theſe, appointing rhe 
Neighbouring Chriſtians to afſemble at ſome publick or private edifice 


(near to them)asiconveniency and the'freedom from moleltation of Per- 


ſecutors would permit, there were from the beginning: | 
And therefore I think Mr. Seldez juſtly calts afide, as a fond and 


. .groundlefle tradition, that report, that = Biſhop of Rome a- 


bout 'the year 267. diftinguiihed his Dioceſle of Rome into Parithes, 
ſuch ds areat this day. For how could Drionyſ. cintel his Dioceſſe into 


Parifhes, when the Emperors were yet Heathens, For fo were Gallienus 


Valerianus, and Aurelius who reigned during Deonyſe, his time : and 
both the Biſhops, and Presbyters,and Chriſtian People, were otherwiſe 
employed then, than to think of dividing territortes, They wereto 
Preparethemſelves for fire and Faggot, for the. Tecth of wild Beaſts, 
for thehatchets and halters of executioners, and forall ſorts of perſe- 
cutions. | 

If therefore, Imay take theliberty of conjeturing, what gave the 
Tiſe to that tradition.of Dionyſ. making Pariſhes, to me it ſeems pro- 
bable to have been this ; ** He and his Senate of Presbyters obſerving 
© ſome Chriftians:were apt to wander from one place to another at times 


© of worſhip, (as-it bath been for many. yearsa common-prattice in 


© London and other Cities ) and that they having ſome mensperſonsin 


_ <£xdmiration,leftthe nearer Aſſemblies of Chriftians,amongſt whom they 


© dwelt, to go to ſome other at a remoter diftance : probably I ſay, to 
< {tifle-this mbris of Separation , Dzony/. ordered :that Chriſtians 
< ſhould aſſemble ordinarily with thoſe Chrittians they lived near to. 
: Nay Mr. Seldez denies that Howorims Archbiſhop iof (C apterbary did 
about the year 630. divide his Province into Pariſhes .(as-Pariſhes are 
now-:taken) but only that hedivided his Province into-new Dioteſles 
or Biſhopricks, adding that of Dorchefter. in Oxfordfbire, and that of 
Dunwich in Snffolk, tothoſe of Cant » Rocheſter and London, for 
in Ag«ſtinesrime there were only thoſe three,” Auguftine had Canter- 
bury,  Meilitushad London, and Fuftus had Rachefter. Sip 
.-/2./Qur:ſecond ſuppaiition is, :thatithe firſt erection of ſuch Pariſhes 
28/now we have; were begun in_.the:Countrey Villages: and Towns, 
andthe refidency ofa/Paracbns a fixed Pricftor. Presbyter begurrthere, 
uponthe account of 'their often wanting the defired preſence of aſpirt- 
eual guide: for in the Cities there was lefſe need: to ſeek fuch'an one 


- theBiſhopand his Presbytervreſiding there conſtantly together, exoept 


'when ſome of them went; orwere ſcat forth for'the ſerviceof the(Bope? 
28ato the Countreys. 3.Our 


"Cakds wu 


b 
_ 
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5, Our third foppoſition is, That being there were 'many Oratories: 
built upand down in the Countreys before this fort of Pariſhes were 
erected,, where the Chriſtian Peoplc did: aſſemble, whenever the Bi: 
thop or any of his Presbyters came-to officiate there,. (for Bede tells. 
us that if any of them: was but ſeenin'the Countreys, the'people uſed 
to-run together to him, todefire his inſtruionand: bleſſing). vhe firſt 
fixing of Presbyters-probably: was at, orneav; ſome of thieſe'old Ora- 
tories, ſome eminent perſon or perſons thereabouts building the Presby- 
ter 2: Minſion houſe(as the good Shunamirefh Lady did build a chamber 
and furniihed it for-El;ſha, 2 Kings 4.) and fetling Glebe for his uſe,, 
and prevailing that the Tithes and offcrings of ſuch: a:precinct as was 
thought fit,. ſhould alſa be ſetled on. him as his portion.z andtheſe were: 
the firit Pariſhes, + 27s uy 

__gthly.. I ſuppoſe becauſe: thoſe: old erected Oratories. werefo few, 
and ſo inconveniently ſeated, that-many of'the Chriittan-people;, 'even 
Pcrfons of Quality ,could not conveniently aſſemble ar them, therefore 
new Oratorics were exceed; anda-Pariſh taken: out 'of a Pariſh, with 
the conſent of theBiſhops,andat the:ercftion of thefe.new Qratoaries,the 
Founders of them. ſet apart: alfo Manſe and: Glebe, for: the-ufe- of a 
Presbyter to-be conſtantly. reſident amongtthem, © 7 + 0 

5thly, Thatito encourage ſuch. Foundations of new: Churches: and 
Donation.of Manſe and Glebe, the Biſhops: yeilded the-nominarion of 
a Presbyter to officiate in thoſe: Churches, to: ſuch: as: gave the Manſe 
and Glebe,. eſpecially if they built a new Churchalſo:: and fo.came in 
Patronage. -] | TREE 

6thly. That where there was ſome convegjierit | fmall-portion of the 
Lands given before to-the: Biſhops, and their: Qolledge- of Presbyters- 
confining upon-the-firlt built Oratories; the Biſhops fixing thoſe Lands 
as Glebe upon Presbyters which ſhould conitantly reſidethere, became 
themſelves Patrons of thoſe livings or Pariſhes. .- ES 

7thly., That, the practice of fixing, ſingle: Presbyters- to particular 
Congregations,as their peculiar. Gures,c reverted. from: thie Countreys 
to the Cities,.'to cantel'them. alſo into thebkeParubes;. : - - 

8thly, That then equity requires; a6 the: conſent of: the Biſhops. 
confirmed the Tithes of 'the-Precintor Paridh to- the'/Presbyter there 
conſtantly officiating. AF 7 Jet fe 66 

_ gthly. -Thatit was.neceſſary, toavoid contention, that both by Civil 
Laws and. Eccleſiaſtical Canon the Pariſh, bounds: ſhould: be. afcer= 


tained.,.. 1} nit. Mon $6 © FH 19510 EULA, HOES 12% | 
 tothly. That theBiſhops with their Scaato of :Presbyters:ſtill retain: 
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ed power to-viſit and ſuperintend thoſe Parochial Churches and Preſ. 
byters therein fixed;thoughevery Presbyter had” power to exerciſe the 
' Diſcipline of Chriſt in'his Pariſh, as even yet is- yieldedat Ordination 
in the Church of -Ezgland, but appeales to the Biſhop and his Senate 
of Presbyters :in caſe of grievance, with power to viſit the Churches, 
zwere ſtill reſerved for the Biſhop and his Senate, + {+2 
1 1thly. | That #s before inthe Dioceſan Churches, ſo ſtill in the Pa- 
rochial Church, 'beſides the Presbyters and Deacons, there were main- 
tained ome Probationers for the Miniſtry, Lecturers or Acoluthilts, 
looked upanas:partof the Clergy,and called by a general name Clerks, 
looking to the ſacred Vtenſils, ſummoning the Pariſhioners to publick 
worſhip, teachingthe children of the Pariſhioners in the principles of 
Religion and good learning, as we find it was even in our age in uſe in 
the-moft purc:Zobemian Churches,” who bid'fair for the proot.of Acolu- 
thiſme (as the Seminary of Presbyters): to be 'of Apoſtolical Inſtituti- 
on, as-may + be'ſcen in their Ordo diſcipline fratrum Bohemorum, from 
which good'order corrupted, came up Pariſh Clerks. | 
"2 20 . That probably upon the vacancy of any Pariſh Churchby 
the-death-of the Incumbent, the Patron eight not preſent at largeariy 
perſon : he might not 'preſent a Presbyter already ordained,for ſuch in 
thoſe times Were fixed at their Ordination, nor one wholly of the Laye- 
ty, who had never before appeared asa Candidate for the Miniſtry, but 
was bound to preſent ſome of the Cler; the Clerks of that Church, to 
be ordained Presbyter and ſucceed the deceaſed Presbyter, and take 
upon him the ReQtorſhip of that Congregation, and both the form of 
the preſentation,” and the Laws call the Perſon preſented Clerk. 
- - 13thly:''Thatafter the: diſtintion of Pariſhes, and fixing particular 
Presbyters'over them, came in the uſe' of Ordaining- Presbyters with 
the title of the Church,the Biſhop declaring that he cid ordain or aſſume 
N. N. adordinem Presbyteratiis & ad titulam Sante Marie,or Santts 
Petri, &c. the Parochial' Church being named by the name of ſome 
Saint at its dedication,” whereas before,-whillt the Church continued 
only Dioceſan, the perfons' dreained' were; faith Mr.” Se/den, ordained 
SmaeAvutras as Evangeliſts at Yarge to labour 'both"in the Word and 
Doctrine, and admitted toajoynt care of all the Congregations of the 
Dioceſan Church, in common with the other Presbyters, . 
' Tf any Reader think I have. got ſpun an even thread in my ſuppofitt- 
_ ons; I requeſt that he: would ſet down a-more conſiſtent ſeries anFpro- 
ceſle of Eccleſiaſtical Aﬀaires, otherwiſe let noffe think it enqugh to 
ſpend hisoppefitionagain{t ſome one' or two of! the linkes: And yet if 


any 
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any ſhall impugne anyone of them, IthinkT can from-unqueſtionable 
record evince that it is very probable to have been in thar particular, 
as I have ſuppoſed, | 

And thus | have as well as I can dcrived the proceedings-in theEc- 
clefiaſticalorder,till the diſtintion of Pariſhes and Patronage came in. ' 
But I ſhall not ſtop here,but adventure to bring down my diſcourſe 
near to our times ; which that I may effect, I muſt alittle go about as 
the neareſt way to my intended mark, 


——_— | LIE EAIO nor ian Ir one > I — 
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CHAP. V. 
Of the Original. of Tmpropriations, and Vicaridges. 


Here isno queſtion to be made, but that the community of goods 
T amonglt the primitive Saints at Fernſalem, was looked upon by 
the Chriſtians otherwhere as defervedly itnitable, and eſpecially for 
two reaſons,both that thereby thoſe Saints who were caſt into priſon 
or baniſhment, might have a ready ſupply from the common ſtock; and 
alſo that thoſewho went abroad to preach the Goſpel might have a 


| ſufficient maintenance. And accordingly Euſebius tell us, out of 


Philo of very early cenobia's or fraternities of Chriſtians living ofa 


' common ſtock in Egypt: and Mr. Selder obſerves on good authority 


that the Biſhop and his Presbyters, did for ſeveral ages livg together,at 
the ſame Minſter, or Monaſtery, upon the contributions of the faithful 
called at the ſeveral Oratories within the Dioceſſe,and that no Presby- 
ters officiating at any Oratory, did aſſume the contributions thither 
brought as his own portion, but brought it to the Biſhop as part of 
the common ſtocksand treaſury of the whole Clergy of the Dioceſfe, 
And after ſome time, ſuperſtition (which uſually racks Religion ſo 
high, under pretences of 'defzcating andclearing it, that the wine turns 
to Vinegar.) brought up new Guilds and combinations of Cenobires, 
new Brotherhoods,:and Siſter-hoods,of perſons, who ſeparated and 
ſequeſtred themſclves from the common Society and imployments of 
other Chriſtians,upon-pretence of a more conſtant attendance on reli- 
gious worſhip, -and to the practice of ſeeming. avſterities,in humili 
and negleRing of the body : and on that account they affefted and ob- 
tained'the name of Relzgroſfr, the _ 4 or the Profeſſing people, - 
| And 
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And theſe Monaſticks ſoon prevailed ſo upon the good opinion of 
ſome devout Princes and Nobles, that large Convents and Magnificent 
buildings and great revenues, were provided for theſe Fraternities -and 
_ Siſterhood. - | 

But the chief advance that this ſort of perſons made in reputation, 
was effected by the report caft abroad by themſelves,of the ftrange and 
unuſuall Faſtings,and Raptures,of ſome Enthuſiaſts amongſt them, 

Though if Travellers and Hiſtorians deceive us not, the Idolatroug 
Brachimanni amonglt the Heathen-Indians, and ſome of the Orders of 
the Mahumetan Monaſticks, amongit tie Turks and Perſians,come not 
at all behind any of the pretenſions of Fryars or.Nuns, for Aulterities 
and illuminations ſaid.to be given in thereupon : to beſure ſome of our 
Quakers at home (if they be not of their ofspring alſo) do in both 
pretencesout pitch mo!t of them half a-Bar length ; but to return, 

An opinion was ſoon raiſed in the,world,that theOrifons and Maſſes, 
of thoſe recluſes and Atlambrado's, were more meritorious and of 
more prevalent interceſſion, than the Petitions and prayers of any o- 
other Perſons (praying even for themſelves): andafter ſome time (as 
ſuperſtition arrived nearer to its Meridian,) came up ſome Enthuſiaits, 
of a maſtering genius, who upon their own gathered Congregations 
of Monaſticks, did impoſe not onely the Vow of willful poverty (even 
upon them,to whom the world was not crucified ;)and of ſingle life(even 
upon them, to whom the fleſh was not mortified)) but alfo a particular 
rule of their own, for habit, diet, &c. Thus came up the Orders of 
the He---- and Shee---- Benediftins, Franciſcans, Gulbertines, 8c, 
and the fingylarity of their garb and veſtments, gave them the more 
eſteem with the multitude, who knew not how to diſcern the Fox from 
the Lambs-skin, which he ware. | | 

- Aﬀer ſome time Biſhops, yea Popes came to be choſen out of theſe 
Orders of Monks, who therefore favouring them, cauſed the marryed 
Clergy to be turned out of their Monaſteries and Benefices alſo, and 
ſeated Monkesin their places : one of the moſt eminent ſticklers for the 
Monks in England againſt the married Clergy, was Dunſtan Arch- 
Biſhop of Canterbury, in the Reign of King Edgar,about the year 963, 
Whois famous in ſtory for the death of many of the married Cl nd 

for other feates : but the madneſs ſtayed not here; for theſe ſub 

Monaſticks, taking the advantage of the now ſetled Lay-patronage, 
wrought upon many of the Patrons, to conferre the right of preſenting 
a.Clerk vpon their Covents ; 'towhom the Popes and Biſhops by their 
Bulls, indulged the retaining the great Tithes, the Glebe, and Manſe, 

| | to 
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to the uſe of their own Monaſteries,and Abbies,obliging them only to 
preſent to, the Biſhop of the Dioceſe a Presbyter, who to officiate in 
the Pariſh Church under the name of a Yicar,as deputed by the Mona- 
ſlery : to whom, was aſſigned the ſmall Tithes,and a little houſe builr 
ſomewhere,upon ſome little patch of the Glebe, and fome cuſtomary 
dues and oblations, as his d:mexnſiumor maintenance:;, And thus it came 
to paſſe, that corporations of Fryarsand Nuns, became not only Pa- 
trons of Livings, but Appropriatoursalſo of the cheif ofthe Tithes, 

And upon the diſſolution of Abbies and Monaſteries by King Henry 
thc 8th. thoſe great Tithes, Manſe and Glebe (found inthe occupation 
of the Monaſteries or Abbics) with the right of nominating a Vicar 
was by that King Seizcd on ; and beſtowed upon ſuchof the Nobility 
and Gentry as he pleaſed to gratifie with them : whence came up the 
order of Lay-parfons or Impropriatours amonglit us. 

And as many Lay-Patrons,had conferred their right of preſentation 
upon Covents, ſo alſo did the Biſhops do with many of the Benefices, 
to which themſelves had retained a right to preſent. 

And many other of the Benefices in their donation the Biſhops ſetled 
on their Prebendaries, or the Clergy reſident in the Cathedral City : 
which Prebendaries (as Dr, Hackee the late Lord Biſhop of Litchfield 
ſaid, in his eloquent ſpeech before the houſe of Commons 16471.) in 
their ancient and genuine uſe, were tne Senarus Epiſcops or ſtanding 
Council of the Biſhop, For they were to be reſident in the Cathedral 
City,and to be Miniſters of the Churches thereof: and as that learned 
Biſhop aſſerts They were (beſides their officiating at their particular 
Cures)to keep up intheCathedral Church Lectures on the week days : 
and to this (faith he) they were obliged, by the Local ſtatutes of moſt 
Cathedrals in England. | | Ee 

But to augment the Grandeur of theſe Prebendaries,many Parochial 
Churches in the Countries, were appropriated to them, not as their 
puny Cures but for their Temporal benefit, they (as the Covents) 

aving power to receive the ou Tithes as Appropriatours, or to leaſe 
them,as part ofthe Corps of their Prebend, the ſmall Tithes being ſet- 
led for maintenance of Vicars in the ſeveral Pariſhes. 

And by theſe ſteps (as far as I can gather.) came things in the Church 
to the ſtate they arenow in, op 

But now good ſecular Laws have fo fixed the Parochial rights, that 
neither Biſhop,nor Patron,fingly,or jointly,can fink aRectory , or Parſo- 
nage into a Vicaridge ; which is indeeda tenure diſtinct from the 0- 


ther in point of Temporal Emolument ; but not at all as to Paſtoral 
D 2 power 
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power and duty in the overfight of their flockes. 
+ Lamnot ignorant that ſome Perſons will take advantage from the 
intimations of this-chapter, to urge, chat if Patronage came inonly on 
the account of conferring Manſe and Glebe, and that the ſame Manſe 
and Glebe, and Tithes alſo ( the gift of Kinos made acceſſory to rhat of 
Subjets) were after ſetled, with the conſent of Pope and Biſhops by 
- Lay-Patrons on Monaſteries and Abbies, at the diſſalution of them 
were given by King Henry the eighth ro Lay- Parſons, wbo ſtill retain 
the Manſe and Glebe to themſelves ;, that there ts no equity in the World 
that any ſuch Impropriatour, ſhould have right of nomination of a Clerk 
t04aVicaridge. | | 

I muſt confeſle the argumentis ſtronger than I can anſwer, any other 
ways than by alledging,that cuſtom and Law have confirmed -the right 
of advowſon, to Vicaridges as wellas to -Rectories : for the equity of 
the Patrons retaining it,viderint ipfi.But if the Law upon this equitable 
conſideration thould give the right of eleCtion of their own Mint ters to 
the Pariſhioners, where Vicaridges do obtain (which are generally in 
Market:Towns, Corporations and Citics for ſo the ſubtlety of the 
Romaniſts contrived in their miltery of iniquity, that by getting the 
Impropriations of the Livings of great and 'populous places, they 
might ſubſtitute a weak ſupply of Vicars, and keep the People in igno- 
rance,' and then they had leſſe fear of knowledge prevailing in Countrey 


" Pariſhes) If Iſay the Law ſaw fit to ſettle that right on the people, or 


_ for fear of popular tumults, to ſettle the right of preſenting to all Vi- 

caridgeson the two Univerſities, Cambridge and Oxford, that however 
itſhould be both equitable,and neceſſary, that the people ſhould provide 
4 better maintenancefor the Vicars,by ſubmitting at leaſt to the aſſeſſing 
the Rents of their houſes after the cuſtom of London, as was once 
contrived inthe time of King Edward the ſixth, but this I leave to my 
Supertour. | 


—_ <—_ 


CHAP. VE. 
of Simony and Simonaical contraits. 


MI; Selden page $6.as we obſerved before, ſaith, that nothing at 
.V 1 this day paſſeth out of the Patron or Veſbs in the Incumbent in. point 

ef intereſt, the Preſentation being, onely as anomination, andthe Weg 
; | an 
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and poſſeſſion, beino had immediately from-the Alts of the Biſhop and 
—— ; Abd yeEt-it is no Et of good manners- roy 
that this Honorary truft (for it is nomore)hath been heretofore abuſeg, 
and may beftill, if 'good laws preventriot ; which as they have for- 
merly endeavoured, ſol hope there will be new ones, made tocut of 
thoſenew cheates and eluſjons of the Law,jinveatedbyſſomme Simonitts, 
who are ready to plead againft the voice of both Law-and Hiſtory, and 
againſt the lamentations of the ſoules paper rk ape and the rebukes of 
their own baffled Conſciences. That all the Patrimony of the Church 
was once their AnceFors, and therfore though thiir Fathers have let 
them go, why ſhould not they (their Children) Getati like, run after 
them, and take ſomething of them : if there ſuppoſition was true, ' yet 
ſeeing their Anceſtors gave it away,to the maintenance of the Evangeli- 
cal Miniſtry, and that with a- curſe, and cxecration upon thoſe, 'who 
ſhould invade, alienate, or impropriate the ſame, or: any part of it,. 
they may -not re-aſſume it, or any partof-it lawfully, no forTafely ; 
for the curſe hath already entred into the Houfes of many Simonifts 
and conſumed them with the Stories and Timber. But their pretence 
| isfalſe andgroundlefſe, For to Kings only doth the' Church. owe the 
Donation of Tithes,and the building of the moſt and- faireſt Oratories :. 
itis indeed withal humble thankfulneſs acknowledged, that'to pious 
Patrons,the Clergy owes the donation of Manſe arid Glebe z 'butit is 
juſtly queſtioned whether any Simonilt can truely plead, thathe hath 
one drop of the blood of thoſe pious and Holy men running in his veins; 
he coming to his title, it may be ſome other way, than by ſo honorable 
a diſſent : for whereas the firſt Patrons were generally Lords of the 
faireſt part of the Pariſhes, whete they preſented, and lived in the Pa- 
riſhes themſelves, now in many places they are Patrons, who have not 
one foot of Land in the Pariſh, to which they preſcnt, and amongſt 
men of this charater,molt miſcarriages in point of Simoniacal-contraQts, 
are obſerved. 

I will not inſtance in the various wayes, . that Thave heard of, how 
Simonitſtsillude the Law, and for gain preſent Perſons 'groſly vitious or 
tgnorant : butthat which the preſent age may plory in, as the product 
of its own more fruitful invention are the Bonds for reſignation, the e- 
vils effets whereof,are-like to multiply from-year to year : for ſuppoſe 
a Patron hath taken «bonds. of excefſive large penalties obliging the 
perſon preſented to reſign at fix' or three. months' warning, may not 
then the Clerk immediately after Inititution and Indgaction have warn- 


ing given him to reſign, unleſſe he will give new bonds to pay toa Po- . | 


piſh 
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 piſhPreiſt or other Catholick Recuſants, not of Communion with the 
Churchof England;a yearly annuity,amounting tothe moiety or more, 
of the revenne of his Living ?: and though 1 put this only as poſſible 
and ſpeak cautiouſly, 'yet let no man think other, bur that I preſent 
this rothe thoughts of thoſe in Authority as an occaſion both for inquiry 
after,and prevention of, ſuch abuſes. And.amongtt the reit its worth 
enquiry, whether.or no ſome, whoſe Wives at leaſt are of the red 
letter,have not preſented vitious and-ignorant Clerks,that thereby the 
emiſfaries of Rome may have both more of opportunity and argument to 
debauch and pervert moit of the Pariſhioners, whilſt thoſe dumb dogs 
darenot fo much as bark,or give other ſignal,that the Wolves are broak 
into the fold, becauſe the muzzle of reſignation-bonds, are faſtned upon 
their jawes. 

- Other relignation-mongers it may be, directly make a gain to them- 
ſelves ; for after the Simoniacal Incumbent hath taſted the {(weetneſs of 
his income by one or two Crops, and got fome credit with his rich 
Neighbour. He hath warning given him to reſign at ſuch a day (which 
ſhall fall out juſt before his Harveſt ts tobe gathered, ) or elſe to buy in 
his bonds, at the rate of all the profits he hath reaped, and all the money he 
 Canbecredited for, beſedes new bonds to pay additional ſumms afterwards, 

to the Patron or bus Aſſigns. Sf | 
© So thatl think we may freelypronounce, that this Invention of bonds 
for reſignation, as it is uſed by ſome Simoniſts, is one of the moſt 
effetual ſtratagems that Satan ever found out for the debavuching the 
Conſciences of Patrons, and imbaſing the Spirits of Clergy men, and 
ruining the ſouls of both Patron, Clerk and people. 

Itiscafie to imagine how this engine hath been, or may be,made uſe 
of, for other bad purpoſes, as namely to keep fat ReQoriesſrom the 
lapſe, till a diſpenſation for nonage can be procured, to make way for 
* the preſenting of Young men, who had been fitter to have reſided in 
the Univerſity, and attended Philoſophical LeCtures and Exerciſes, for 
threeor four years longer, than to take upon them the Cure of ſome 
thouſands of Souls, © | | 

But I forbear, not but that I think the odious crimes of ſuch Patrons 
and Clerks are juſtly expoſed to the World,- but that Ifear to teach 
ill Arts by reproving them, and eſpecially, becauſe ] would not offend 
the chaſk Eyes and Ears of thoſe many other moſt Honourable and 
Worthy Patrons, who yet rerain their integrity. To them therefore I 
humbly addrefſe my ſelf. . | : 


Mn 
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CHAP. VIL 


An Humble ſupplication, to the piows NO BILITY andGE N- 
TR YT of England. who are intruſted with. the Patronage of 
moſt Parochial Churches, That as their Noble hearts deteſt 
and ſcorn to pervert that truſt themſelves, ſo they would en- 

 deavonr to prevent the abuſes of it in others. | 


Right Honourable and R ight Worſhipful, 


know you will now not eſteem it a diſparagement to the Bounty of 
your pious Anceltors,if we thankfully own(as is due theDonation of. 
' Tithes,only to Soveraign Princes; and Iam far from undervaluing the li- 
berality of your Noble Progenitors, who beitowed Manſe &Glebewith 
the permiſſion of pious Princes (to whom alone it belonged to oy li- 
berty to their Subjects, to amortiſe any partof what they held of the 
Crown.) For Ijudge, andI belicve,the Clergy generally will acknow- 
+ ledge the ſame, that the Manſe and Glebe js the molt comfortable and 
ſweetelt part of the Miniſters revenue, it is that which of all other is 
leaſt ſubject to encroachments, and leaſt occaſion of ſuites and quar- 
rels, it is under the roofs of the Donation, of your pious Anceſtors, 
' that we Eat, andSleep, and Study; it is upon the Lands of-their be- 
queſt that we feed our Cattle, and from which' many of us reap other 
conſiderable profits ; ſo that if the Manſe and Glebe had but been re- 
ſerved to the Vicars inthe Appropriations,made to the- Covents,and the 
Infeedations made by King Herry the 8th, there would have been but 
few ſcandalous Livings in England, Imean fuch Livings as an honelt, 
prudent man cannot live upon. | 

' AsT have thus ſet a juſt Elogium upon your Anceſtours gift, of 
Manſe and Glebe, folam ready to contend apainlt any perſon in the 
defence of this Truth, That the Nobility and Gentry of England sn 
whoſe hands the truft of Patronage ts mo#tly p eros are of that un- 
queftionable Honour and Integrity, that ſo high atruſt cannot with the 
like ſecurity and advantage to the Church be depoſttedin the hands of any 
other rank of men amongſt us under bis ſacred Majeſty: for to you, 
even to your Wiſdom and piety we owe the ſecuring of the Churches 


Patrimony againſt the Sacrilegious attempts that have been madein this 
| | age 


(28) 
ape to devour it ; and under your benevolent umbrage, the Loyal ſe- 
queſtred Clergy did find ſhelter in the late ſtorm, yea though many of 
your-ſclves for your loyalty,had ſafferef! the ſame elitraciſme of-ſequeſ- 
tration, and Decimation alſo, 

I grant that the condition of Pariſhes is much altered in England from 

what they were, when Patronage came in, the Patron then being the 
ſole Lord of all,or moſt part of the Pariſh, of whom all, or moſt held 
in ſome ſuch tenure, as that the Lords preſentation was eltcemed in 
value'tobe the Election, and Preſentation, and Teltimonialls of the 
majority of the other Pariſhioners, they. being molt of them his Tec- 
nants. 
But now there arc in moſt Pariſhes many Freeholders : ſome altoge- 
ther independent of the Patron, others, wio owe nothing to him but 
ſuitand ſervice to his Courts, and ſome cheap ways of acknowledging 
the Royalty of the Mannour in him, but in other regards are as free 
as the Lo ofthe Mannor ; and it may be of as good eſtate as he, nay 
im theſame Pariſh there may be many Mannors,and the Lords of them, 
ofas good quality as the Patron. 

Yea many of. your ſelves of the Nobility and Gentry have your cheif 
Manſipn-houſes,. where others of quality;far inferiour to your ſelves, 
claim the right of Patronage. os 

For how ordinarily is the next advowſor (yea ſometimes the perpetu- 
al)bought by a rich Shooe-maker, Rope-maker,or Ale-draper,; who hath a 
Son to preferre, and yet who hathnot one foot of Land in the Pariſh, to 
- which he hath bought the Preſentation, nor lives within many miles 
ofit? whereby your-ſclves of the Nobility and Gentry have many 
times a Miniſter impoſed upon'you, by ſucftan homtily Patron as you. 
would not vouchſafe'the favourgto. commend a Falconer,or Groom, to 

ou. 

So that 1 doubt not but your-ſelves, if you reſpected only your own 
Quality and Station of Honour, would think there ought to be ſome 
o er regulation of Patronage, at lealt in ſome places, than at preſent 
there 1s, | | SC d6h 

But there are, 1 queſtion not, conſiderations. of.infinite more. value 
and'cogency with you, than bare refpe to your outward quality, 
which will excite you to endeavour the ſtoppage of the pernicious a- 
buſe of Patronage. | | I 

' The Souls of your Children and Servants, and Tenents,and your own | 
alſo,call aloud upon you to appear againſt it,for who, would commit the” 
conduQ- of his owtt or others ſouts towards heaven, to ſuchan _—_ 

| entre 


IS | C37 | | 
tred upon that employment by a ſin, which if he repent not of it will 


- certaifify carry him to Hell, 


Burt hope your picty will inlarge your care further than thoſe few 
'Parithes where you live and are not Patrons.  - | i 
'For (Generoms Stirs) doth it not grieve your pious ſouls to obſerve 
inany place the Sons of Elito be Sonsof Belial, itrengthning the hands 
of the wicked by their worſe examp:e, and making men abhorre the 
offering of the Lord ? ſearch and fee, you may wellſuſpect that moſt of 
that leaven came in by the keys, not of Simox Perer, but of Simon 
Mags, | : rol 
Doth it not raiſe an holy indignation in you, to obſerve that ſome of 
them who are ſet to watch over the flock of Cariit, are greedy Dogs, 
looking onely after their gain from. their quarter ? inquire, will you 
not find they bought their entrance into the Church, and reſolve 
To make the beſt of their Penniworth ? > 
Doth it not vex your righteous ſouls, to hear that ſome betruſted 
withthe Cure of Pariſhes, can hear blaſphemings and ſee all manner 
ofexceſle and filthineſs, and oppreſſion praftiſed by thoſe on whom 
they depend, and their Aﬀociates ? ſearch and it may be you ſhall find 
they have a reſignation-gag in their mouthes : do not your very hearts 
bleed (moſtnoble Chriltians)) to ſee many hundreds of ſouls putunder 
the pitiful guidance of fuch an /gzaro as cannot himſelf underſtanding- 
ly ariſwer to the moſt common queltions of the Catechiſm? alas! it was 
not it may be inquired by him, who preſented him, whether he was apt 
to ttach, but what he had to give? - | 
. Donot ye{(©O ye Sons of Peace agd Truth) grieve and lament to 
ſee ſo many well meaning People, running from the publick Aſſem- 
'blies, through the means of ſuch Paſtors as ſcatter the flock and drive 
themaway ? for though thereare many other cauſes of the prevailin 
of ſeparation among us, namely the pride and obſtinacy of ſome ſelt+ 
fainted Hypocrites, and the ſubtlety of ſome others, who having leſt 


the iategrity of the humble and peaceable Non- conformiſts, have found - 


out the knack to marry the name and reputation of being perſecuted, 
with the real 'acquirements of Wealth and applauſe from the multi- 


_ tude, and ſome others, yet do juſtly reckon it as the moſt pernicious 


wind to ſcatter.anddivide'(and which indeed givesmoſt opportunity; 
and cfficacy to all other cauſes). that ſo many Parochial Minifters'ens 
ternot atthe door into*the Sheepfold,” (though they uſe a Silver key 
but climb up another way; © UK | _—__ 
*. But on the otherhand*(Moſt UTI x Sirs) if ina Parifh 4 rene 
carne 
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!Kearned and diligent Paſtor, one who is a burning and ſhining light, 
whoſe whole life in the integrity, humility, kindneſs, compaſhon, in- 
\offenſiveneſs,; and yer active uſefulneſs of his converſation, preacheth * 
out of the Pulpit, as wellas his powerful and divine eloquence, doth 
conſtantly from the Pulpit declare and urge, Repentance towards God 
and Faith towards our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; univerſal Charity to all men, 
Brotherly love and icondeſcenfion to thoſe, he thinks, delire to fear 
Gods name, and who upon theſe beſt ac:ounts is looked upon by the 
honeſt and ſincere Chriſtians of his Pariſh, as the Chariot and Horſe- 
men of their Iſrael,as the light of their eyes, the Angel of their Church, 
if I ſay we ſee fuchan one,we can ſoon judge of what ſtamp and Cha- 
xaQter the Patron of that Living is, and can eafily trace his induction to 
the doors of fome of you, Noble Lords ani Gentlemen ;z and when we 
.obſexve that even you your ſelves preſenting to theſe Eccleſiaſtical pre- 
ferments, do reſpect and honour for their works ſake, thoſe Miniiters_ 
yourſelves have preferred,and do the moreeftcem them, becauſe they 
znſtrut, exhort, and rebuke withall authority, though thetwo-edg- 
ed ſword pierce even to the dividing aſunder of your own joiats and. 
marrow, we can eaſily ſce that you.therefore ſought the Patronage 
which you claim, that you might. fill the Churches of Chriſt with 
Paſiors according to- his own-mind,. not that you might reckon inthe - 
xoll of your mcaner Yaſſalage the deſpiſed Sons of Levi. 

Go forth therefore (Great. Sirs) in this your Might, and you ſhall. 
&ave Iſracl out of the hands of the Azd5anites, For to you it belongs 
under the Kings moſt ſacred Majeſty (as Stars of the ſame- influence un- 
ger- the. greater Luminary the Sun ). to be. nurſing Fathers to Gods 
Chorch,. and to deliver the poor ſtarved, neglected fouls of thouſands,.. 
xeady to-periſh from thoſe Apolluons (the Simoniſts)and their evil An- 
gells, the ſons of Perdition. But in this my juſt inveCtive againſt Si- 
mony, I amfar from ranking under the odious name thereof, the juſt 
retributions of obſervanceand fervice, which'the thankfull and pious 
Clergy pay to their generous Patrons,who have freely preſented them-. 
without any intuition of gain oy Grandeur,. and who with a fingle eye 
therein have deſigned the fervice of God and his Church. 

By ſome Canons itis provided, that if the Patron fall into want he 
fronld- be maintained (asa Father ); by the Clerk, whom he had- 
advocated : Judge Dodridge mentions theſe. under the title of utility of 

atronage,. but rejects them as of no force in: England... . And indeed it. 
. wouldbe ſome diſparagement to the ingenuity, and tenderneſsof the 
Engliſh Clergy, if they ſhould ſtand in need. of a Law or Canon to. 


"iy 


"2 
conipel tofo Aue gratitude, as is this, to ſerve their Patrofis and their 
Horourable and worthy Families,not only with all their Eſtates, if 
their Patrons ſhould bein: neceſlity, Fore I hope anJ pray; that: the 
infinitely Gracious and Bountiful God will prevent, by crowning their 
Cups full with his liberal bleſſings alwayes,) but they muſt be ready 
in the ſervice of their Patrons, if there be juſt occaſion for it, to ingage 
all their abilities of Body and Mind, andall other acquircd interelts and 
advantages, | | | 
. One thing more I muſt aſſoil and clear the deſign of theſe Papers 

om, 

And that is this, | | | 
Though I have with freedom repreſerited the miſchiefs which (it 
may be have) to be ſure may iſſue from reſignation-bonds, yet I mult 
except from the malignity (for all Muſhroems are not poiſon) thoſe 
bonds for reſignation, which ſome pious and careful Patrons take of 
their Clerks, making no other condition of the bonds) But that if the 
Clerk accept of another benefice, or reſide not upon his living, that 
then (though he be qualified by his acquired dependenceupon ſome No- 
bleman, for 'p'uralities, or non-relidence.) however he ſhall refign 
within three Months after his induCtion into a ſecond Benefice. 

I grant that ſuch bonds are of benigne Influence for the good of the 
Church, and for the quieting the reitleſſe ambition, and Covetouſneſle 
of ſome Clergy men. | 

And now give nfe leave ({ Right Honourable and Right Worſhipful) 
to preſent to your pious conſiderations, gn expedient or two, to pre- 
vent the abuſcof the truſt of Patronage ih others of meaner ſpirits and 
Piety than your ſelves, which: expedients yet will not as I have'laid 
.them down, in the leaſt detriment your freeexerciſe, of your.right of 
Advowſon. | 

And I only: venture at the propoſal of them, thereby to ſet the 
'thoughts of your ſelves.and other worthy Patriots, to contrive other 
more effectual preventions of Simony. | 

You may pleaſe to obſerve that in my traduction of Patronage, I 
do not found it upon the ruines of the priviledge of particular Con- 
Eregations, to elect their own Miniſters, For -it doth-not appear to 
me, that there were any. particular Congregation*, -the'Cure of ſingle 
. Paſtors till Patronage. came in, - And that in the Scripture, .or Primi- 
tive times ( whilit the Churches continued Dioceſan (and not c:nteld 
into diſtin(} and ſingle Congregations.) the People of the ogy" 
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(40.) 
chuſe their own Presbyters, who with, and under the Biſhop were ts: 
watch, over their ſouls, is more than I think can be proyed from 
Scripture or Primitive Hiſtory, Foe SHY. 

I find indeed that fill the Council of Zaodicea, about the year 364. 
the People joined with the Presbyters of their D.oceſan Church, and 
with the neighbouring Bittops of the Province, whercin their Dioceſs 
was, in the EleCtion of their own Biſhop ; as appears from St Cyprian. 
Epiſtle 68, But by the 13th. Canonof that Councitof Laodicea, popu- 
lar Eletions were taken, away, becauſe of the. tumulrs and outrages oft. 
attendant on them. OE ef ognng, > 

I ſhall readily grant, that when any perſon was ordained Presby- 

er in anyof the Churches, whiltt they continued imtirely- Dioceſan, 
he was in all likelihood to have the*Tettimonia!s of the brethren, Nay 
even Timothy,when St. Paultook him in only as an Acoluthiſt, As 16, 

2, toattend him in his diſcharge of' his Apoltleſhip, iwag]vperro aro oo, 
«Spy he had Tettimonials of the brethren, or brought before the 

Brethren, for ſoa» may ſignifle, PEE CR =>) 

And 1 ſhall no leſſe readily grant; that"inthe Dioceſan Churches the 
Presbyters were ordained in the prefence of thzt Gaurch' ( or of a con- 
fiderable number of the. members of it)-to which they pertained, l 

| But this is not neceſfary. therefore to be obſerved in the Ordination 
of Presbyters, .betrufted fingly, with ſingle Congregations, though it 
15 very convenient; | . 

. . Thoſe ordained. among us, as 1 humbly conceive, are Ordained 
as Evangeli:ts at large,. and areafter inſtituted iato the-Cures to which 
Patrons do advocate them, as the particular Paſtors of them, _ 
"I do-grant that at the. firſt riſe- of Patronage, the Ordination and In- 
fitution of Pariſh Presbyters went together, according to the form. 
mentioned chapter 4th, poſition 13th, ad Ordinem Presbyteratius + ad 
ttulum Sante Marie, &c. ._. | | * | _ 
 Andit is notoricus, that the Canons prohibited Ordination ſe t4- 
mb; and'it would be no ſmall advantage to the Church if it was foat 
thisday,and that ſuch mock-titles,as are ordinarily given, mightnot be 
admitte&but then it is to be obſerved, that the perſon preſented, though 
he never was full Prieſt before inſtitution, (being then ordained fo) 
yet he was Clericus one: of the Clergy, that is, a Leftor or. Acolu- 
thift,a Candidare for the Presbyterſhip:and if thus no man might beOr- 
gained Presbyter but he who was Ordained to a Cure,and withal might 
'berequired ta bring a Teſtimonial from that very People, the Carey | 
| WAROIM:. 
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whom he was to take upon him, this courſe would be ſome ſecurity. 
ap6inkt Sigſnigenl contrgch, co 5 oe ants ry nd woe opret 

-|And though 1 wil:nor'be offenſive tia ltffe pleading the Peoples 
ripht of Election df 'theit Pargchial Presbyter, yer ds confideptly aſ- 
fert [TT bat” Simony*wilhnever be kept out of *rbe Church, tell the People. 
have more to do in the bringing intheir own Mjniſter,” than at this day 
is allowed to them,  Which-l queſtion nqt but it'miy be contrived, 
without the lealt prejudice*othe'exerciſe of the Juttrights of Patrons., 
For would irnot bea ſalvefoxboth forres,”;f rvery Parrgn may by Law 
be obliged, within one month 'afret the Vitancy 'of a Benefice, to nomi- 
nate three Probationers for the- Living, to the rural Dean,and the other 
' Minifters of that Deanery, wherein the vacant Living ts ; and that thoſe 
Clerey men of the Deanery beobliged;” dilivently and faithfully to inquire 
into the abilitief and ane qualifications of the Per fans rominated, and if - 
0 juſt exception cam be mailt aid/ proved ©araytt them, that then the 
Clergy of the Deanery ſhould within one mont ymare commend them to the 
Parsſhioners, that they alſo may inquire into the. merites of 'the Candi- 
dates : and after one' month more reſerved to the People for ſuch inquiry, . 
that they ſhould repreſent back to the Patron, by their humble Petition and 
Teftimonialstwo of the Perſons namrd ty them: declaring, their readineſs to. 
fit down under the' Miniftry of either of them, leaving it to the Patron to 
preſens to the Biſhop of the Dioceſſe which of thoſe two he pleaſeth.. - 

But if the firſt three-nominated by the Patron beall, or ſome of them 
found perſons not fit to take upon them the Cure of. S5uls,that then he 
ſhall nominateanew, within one Month after notice from. the Clergy 
of the Deanery;to fl up the triumvicateof the Cindidates, withwor- 
thy- and eligible Perſons: | And'ypon his.neglect therein, that then it 
may be lawful for one of the two famous Univerlities, Cambridge and 
Oxford (according to' the diſtinCtion of their Provinces, for preſenting . 
to the Livings whoſe Patrons are Recuſatts convia)* to nominate, 
(within one Moth after notice from the rural Dean and his Compreſ. 
byters) one or more, as Candidates for the Benefice,. to paſſe the ap- 
probation of the Clergy, of the Deanery, and alſo of. the Pariſhioners ; . 
who are to a to-the Patron by their Petition,two, (whether 6f his 
own or of. the Univerſities nomination) one.of which, the Patron be 
obliged to preſent tothe Biſhop. Moi 2 PIR 

© By this Honourable and pious-condeſcenfion, the Patrons will. pre- 
ferve the power of preſenting intire in their own hands, and gratifie 

all the Perſons whom-they make Candidates for the. Larng, 0nd 
| | + ge. 


=. OE ->k atodts 
-oblige the People to ſerve them and their genergus Familtes on all.oc- 
- caſions pF ULWIG prevent.the People rungingout into ſuch Facti- 
- Ofis ie iviſio! 'bſually attend more free popula Eletions, 
And1 am confident, that-allthoſe Honourable Patrons, who by the 
inward ſence of their own Great ani Noble Hearts, have taſted the 
ſweetneſs of'doing goodand obliging others, will think this propo- 
ſal not much, unlike, that advice. of the old-men to King Rehboboam) 

' ferve the Peoplebut for one, day,8& they will be your ſervants for ever, 
If any mawthinks this. ptocefle too much. about,let him propound a 

: nearer and more effectual courſe, whereby it may be ſecured that the 
Paſtor ſhall enter into the eepiold abpag door, and not climb up ano- 
: ther way, and all the Parochial Congregations in Englawd wilt have 
« cauſe to thank him. And1am ſo far from, thinking my. propoſal fitts 
be obtryded on thoſe in; Anthority, that 1:detlare,. the fignificancy of 
it tobeonly to anſwer this queſtion [ Whether van the -Parronrright of 

- nomination without danger of Simony, and the Peoples power of Eleftion 

. without danger of tumults,: be at once ſecured].; aud Il haveſhewed that 
the thing is iciſible as to both partsof it. - : Ly 

" But if there bea dillike of this ropoſal, I will venture ata ſecond, 
whichTamſurewould bring Ecclcliaſtical affairs.one Rep- nearer tothe 
Pattern of the Primitive Churches, :than at preſent they are. Wh 
Let therefore the Clergy of each rural Deanary, be obliged to make 

 :a Yearly contribution 'propotionably .to. the value of their refpeRive 
Livings,for the maintenance of but one third part ſo many Deacons or 
Aceſyths,(Probationers for the Miniſtry as there are Benefices inthe 
Deinety, nd ſer thele be choſen by, the joint vote of the Miniſters of 
'the Deanery, .reſerving to the People of the ſeveral Pariſhes, liberty: 
+to except againſt the choice of wy propounded for Acolyths; if they 
- cat giveiin juſt exceptions, . no others be admitted Curates in the 
;Deanery,but theſe Acolyths or Deacons, who may be asChaplains in 
GentJemens houſes within the Deanery,. or boarded in the houſes of 
the molt-learned and experienced Miniſters of the-Deanery.; till they: 
: arc pteferred to the Preiſthood: or Presbyterſhip, and be indulged-to 
' Yead Divine ſeryice,and Preach fometimes,upon the neceflary. abſence 
of ſickneſs of any of the Miniſters.  _ T->. SECT 
. Andiet the Miniſter, whoſe ure- any Acolyth ſupplies,be obliged to 
pY ima x articular allowange, for the time ofhis ſupply,over &above 

his yeerly al OF AH pus of the common contributiongof the Deanery. 
| © By this means the Þ 


ation would becaſed for the future, of all ſuper- 
'_ © nuMe» 
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numerary---ſine--- Cures, . who, pelng.chroe of by. thoſe whe once -- 


entertained them, as. thejr: Curates, -haye. 31: preſent! no; Jublittence 
bur what Glndelfine Marriagez.or other, worle.arisdo fprajſh,@utto 
mem, 5: L | | x 


Care being thus taken for ſem'naries of Miniſters incevery Deanery, . 


that then, upon the vacancy of a Benefice, the: Patrag-be not permi;- 
ted to wander in his choice, from. one end af, the Land tothe other, (as 
it is at this day) ut, be | pheed oxdinarily, tp preſgnts;gigher 2 Fellow 
of a Cotledge in one 0 hel ns ies, Of 

Deanery wherein the vacagt Benefice is ſeated ; .Refgrving till liberty 


to their Patron to preſent, wit3 the conſent and approbation of the Lord : 


Biſhop of the Diocelle, any ec 


compaſlle of the Diocelle,, orif. $0. preſent,any.one Living out 
of the Digceſſe,. that he be.,obliged feſt to; obtain; the-conſeqy both. .of 


FRE (Fatnec 909 pious, within-the 
= 
the Lord] ihop of the Dioge e. wherein [the Perfor-lives, and of the 


Lord Biſhop of that 9tb:r - Dioceſſe whether he.defices to tranſplant - 
him, Wager both thetr Epiſcopal Seales.. - Ee 2 
Hs this would muchcomport with ſome of the laydable cuſkomes of 
Antiquity ſo would it. much.obſtruct the: ſubtle rugs. of Simony; and 
yet not in thelealt prejudice the.exerciſe of the juſt rights of Patrons. 
If any manihall laughat me as an impertinently-buſic Fool, ig making 


theſe propoſals, Ar if the Nability aud Gentry would never. upon axy 
zermes, be prevailed with tolet go the hold they have got upon the Clergy, 
To keep them mean and low ſpirited, by their dependence upon them we 


preferment, and to maks gainful advantages-10-thewſelves by their pre- - 


Ms 


ſentations : % 6:35 007 ERBOOET i got figat « 
I ſhall return no ather anſwer to-ſuch.an obzetion, but this, Thes-T 
bave more Honourable thoughts. of the Engliſh Nobility and Gentry thay: 


behath. 


And indeed no man but one of an Envious andmalicious temper, can 


Tuſpect, that when both the Nobility and, Gentry have dedicated ſome 


of their own Sons to the. Miniſtry, (Perſons no leſs emient yt a 
prudence, and learning, than-for birth,) that yet they: ſhould cheri 
ſomalignant-a deſign, as this objector infiuvates, namely to leave no 


other entrances open to Eccleſiaſtical preferments; but eithar.a door of. 


Simony, ora door of Slavery. - iÞY 0&7 
And therefore (Great Sirs) hoping that my- folly: may provoke the 


- Wiſdome of ſome others, to ſtudy more e eual methods, for the 


healing our Malady.; I ſhall. preſume $0. make: ne: propalel mere of 


verlities, 'or one of the Deacans of the | 
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I. _ 
*the Game-teidency with my former, oO 5 
_ © Be pleaſeCtheref6reif nothing mbretan be obtained it this caſe,” a 
<feb{bto prevail;that the forfeitureof Preſentations made by Simoniaca 
contracts, may upondetection and conviction of the Simony, devolve 
_ -therightof preſenting upon one of the two Univerſities, as it is in the 
caſeof conviction of Recuſancy.” = Oh : , 
/ And withaPthat the Secretaries or Repiſters, of the moſt Reverend. 
Fathers theBiſhops/-be obliged; withinzenAayes after the preſentati- 
on of yt forprnnd their Lords, to give notice of the name of the Clerk 
.  *preſented to the Clergy of the Deanery, wherein the Living lyes, and 
iro the Pariſhioners ofthe place; and that twenty dayes (after notice) 
-be allowed to the Clergy of the Deanery, and the Parifhoners to enter 
+ their juſtexceptions before the Biſhop,' if they can make any againſt 
:the Clefk preſefited;//and'be obliged to' prove. the" ſame, withia one 
Month aftertheir allegation isgiven in, by fufficient Teſtimony before 
-the Lord Biſhop of the Diocetle.' ' And that no quare Impedirt may be 
granted forth, where the, Biſhop certifies within three months after the 
preſentation made to him, the Allegations and proofs againſt the party 
-preſefited,* both*tnto his 'Majelties Court 'at Weltminfler, -and to the 
CO A jos WO alba HIRE INE SELLS 
"And thatthe ſtatute'for the legal capacity of men' for Livings, be 
ſcrued- up asnear as may be, to the Canon of the Scriptures. 
'This method alſo, is no way prejudicial to the exerciſe of the juſt 
"rights of 'Patrons. OR OE: TTY. 0h 
-. - And now right. Honourable, andRight Worſhipful, 1 ihall not adde 
the leaſt incentive more, tooblige your pious zeal to attempt the pre- 
venting the miſcheivous' infliences*of Simony, to the debauching of 
the Miniſtry;and to the-expoling of this once glorious Church of Exzg- 
land to the fcorn and derifion of her Enemies, ; 
For I doubt not but your zeal forthe Glory of God, and for the Ho- 
*nour-of your Mother the Ghurch, and''for the ſecuring Truth'and the 
Purity 'oFtheGofpel #6ngt us, will ingage you to much more, than 
«the bare preventionof Simony-direttly leades to.” | 


"1 *Afid that your' Pious zeal inay-not want yet 'more matter forthe 

_ -employmientofits vigorous and benevolent ardor, give me leave to ob- 
ſerve to yo!, what many Pious Perſons have oft lamented, as adefett 

*afmioght U59 atidifor which our Church may juttly fear that God hath a 

Gonttovefſic with lies,” 0 ALT 

22 2It is oonfeſſe? byiall*Ewyope; thav/ſcarce any Nation: inthe Tons 
os | : | _ 


LY 


hath ſpread her Sails for Traffick further than the Engliſh : and beſides 
that,our forreign plantations near,or vpon, both the African and Ame- 
rican Continents, are ſo many and ſo conveniently ſeated, that no 
Chriltian Nation hath opportunity of piercing deeper into thoſe valt 
Heatheniſh Inlands than+the Engliſh, 

And yet can we ſay we have improved the advantages God hat" put 
ito our hands, to his glory, and the propagation of his Goſpel of 
Truth ? have we made ſo much as one ſolemn miſſion of pious and 

learned men ( ſet apart for the work, with publick Faſting and Prayer) 
to preach the glad Tidings of Salvation in Jeſus Chrit, ſo much as to 
thoſe poor ignorant Heatien and [dolaters that confine upon theEngliſh 
pale? yea, or to the poor Neyroes,which are detained incruel ſlavery 
inourown plantations? I need not ſay what ſucceſſe we might expect 
upon the ſending forth of ſuch Evangelitts fitted for.the work, ifa miſſi- 

_ . on was annually or triennially made * to be ſure thereby the ſincere 
Truthof the Goſpel (cleared from the ſuperſtitions wherewith the Ro- 
man Miſſionaries gc) would be ſpread amongſt thoſe who yet ſit 
in darkneſs and in the ſhadow of death. And this courſe would be a 
key to ler in the Engliſh Merchant further thanever yet he hath peirced, 
into theknowledge of the Commodities of thoſe vait Inland Countries : 
and ſo Truth and Trade, would mutnally make way for one another, 
to the juſt glory and advantage of the Engliſh Nation. : 

* ' This I confeſs is a project above my (tock of braines tomnage, on- 
ly- becauſe of ſome affinity it bears to my preſent ſubject, l couldnor: - 
forbear (Great Sirs) the propoſal of it ro your pious conſiderations. * 
And your faithful management of the opportunitiez betruited to you 
for the ſervice of God, and the enlargement of the Kingdome of his 
Son at home and abroad, you may be aſſured, will not only make an 
acceſſion of honours to your ſelves, and your Generous Families, but _ 
bring in alſo increaſe of Grace and: Peaceto you from God the Father, 

| and from the Lord Jeſus Chriſt our Saviour, Amen. | 


FINTIS. 


